By Surgeon D. Weight, M.D., Residency Surgeon, Katmandoo. The following case may be interesting as an instance of rapid recovery from a bullet wound of the lung, occurring in a patient at an age when such injuries are seldom met with.
On the evening of tho 13th October last a child, aged 3? years, was brought to me, who had been playing with a revolver, and had managed to discharge one of the barrels through its chest. Tho bullet had entered an inch and a half below, and to the outside of the right nipple, and came out within an inch of the right side of the spine at the same level. There had been considerable bleeding at first; but when I saw the child, about an hour after the occurrence of the accident, the bleeding had almost ceased.
After careful examination I had no doubt that the bullet had traversed the lung, and I must say I had little hope of the child recovering. During the first night and the next forenoon the chid was very weak ; but in the course of the day it rallied, and I may say it required no treatment afterwards. All it got in the way of medicino was a drink containing some nitrate and chlorate of potash.
It wa3 a little feverish for three days, but never coughed, nor complained of pain in the chest, except when moved: after that it appeared quite well, the only bad symptom being that tho pulse continued high for upwards of a fortnight.
The only dressing employed was a pledget of carbolized cotton wool over each aperture, with a broad bandage round the cheat. The dressing was carefully changed every four days, and both wounds healed within a fortnight without any suppuration ?whatever.
